N THE POPULAR Broadway musi-
cal, A Chorus Line, one of the
hoofers attributes her lack of suc-
CE55 A5 A L{ﬂﬂﬂﬂl’ o ]'-IL'r appcarance
in a catchy tune called, "Dance:
Ten; Looks: Three.” It's an upbeat,
humorous ditty that, alas, makes a
poignant comment about what’s really
important in our society: looks, in case
vou didn’t get the picture. Which
brings us to the M coupe, the latest
{and hotrest) little number out of
Bavaria by way of Sparmnhurg. South
Carolina. Like our chorine, the coupe
is a4 great dancer. Bur it's also a car
that’s bound to generate a ton of con-
troversy when it comes to its appear-
ance. Although some may call it un-
gainly, BMW says it’s "a shape that truly
dares to be different.” Or as the Ger-
mans say, “Eigenwillig,” which means
“determinedly going its own way."

But let's leave that debate for the
moment and concentrate on the tech-
nical and mechanical merits of the M
coupe, one of the most exciting Bim-
mers to ever turn 2 wheel. Based on
the 23, the fixed-roof variant uses the
same platform, engine, driveline, sus-
pension and basic bud}’ structure. In
fact, the car is essentially a BMW
roadster fitted with a rigid roof. “We
took a lot of wood :m(ig clay and at-
tached it to the tail of the Z3," says
Dr. Burkhard Géschel, BMW s direc-
tor of special vehicles and leader of
the team responsible for numerous M
maodels. An enthusiastic bunch of me-
chanical engineers but not stylists, Dr.
Giéschel and company were more
interested in building another “Ulti-
mate Driving Machine,” not necessar-
ily in winning design awards. “Some
hated it, some liked it," says the good
doctor. Numbered among the likes
was BMW?’s boss, Bernd Pischet-
srieder, who said, “This is a car we
should build.”

Se build it they did, taking the
roadster chassis and refining it. Mak-
ing it some 200 percent stiffer (it’s
supposedly the most rigid BMW ever
built), And better balanced (with
50/50 weight distribution that’s about
as good as a front-engine production
car gets). In the process, the M crew
also tweaked the suspension (smaller
front and larger rear anti-roll bars; i ;
stiffer rear springs) and improved . . -
straight-line Etuhiglit}' by incicnsing Dance' Ten’ LD‘DkS. Three
caster trail (for a complete explanation,
see “Why Does BMW's M3 Steer So BY JOE RUSZ
Well?" on page 136). FHOTTS BUT LI

As well as improving structural
rigidity, BMW has also created a
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SCALL: 10 [ I54mm ] DIVIRIONT
ERAWING BY TIM BARKER

At a Glance...

0-60 mph 5.5 sec List Price: $41,800
0-% mile 14.3 sec Pﬂwaﬂuted: 542 815
Top speed 137 mph* : :
Skidpad 0.87¢
 Slalom 62.3 mph
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SPEEIFIEATIGNS

Type _castiron block, | Layout_front engine/rear drive | Curb weight 2990 b ! Transmission:
aluminum head, inline6 | Hﬂdrﬁram _unit stesl i Test weight__3170 Ib | Gear Ratio Overall ratio @pn’_.] Mph
Vahvetrain__dohe 4 vabe foyl Brakes: Front _12.4n. vented discs | Weight dist (with ilst 4211 13501 (6300) 28
Displacement 192 cu in./3152¢cc | Rear__12.3n. vented discs | driver), f/r, %.__50,/50 Pond 2401 2041 (6900) 62
Bore x stroke__3.40 x 3.53 in./ ! Assist type__vacoum; ABS ! Wheelbase 96.8 in. "3d 1661 5.36:1 {6900) 96
86.4 x 89.6 mm | Total swept area_ 491 sq in. i Track, f/r__56.0 In./58.TIn. | 4th 1.24:1 4011 {6900) 129
Compression ratio_10.5:1 | Swept area/ton_310 sq in. i Length__158.5 In. i5th 1.00:1 3.23:1 est (5820) 137*
Horsepawer (SAE) 240 bhp @ 6000 rpm | Wheels ! Width.__68.5 In. 'Fnaldriveratio._______ 3231
Ehp/liter_T6.1 { castalloy; AT x Thin. f, 1T x9in.r | Height__50.4 In. | Engine rpm @ 60 mphin 5th____ 2550
Torque. 236 It @ 3800 rpm | Tires i Ground clearance._4.2 in, 1 *Electronically limited.
Maximim | Dunlop SP Sport 5080 E: i Trunk space__ 6.7 cu ft i
engine speed. 6800 rpm | 225/4SIRATY, 245/40RWTr | | Instrumentation |
Fuelijecton_ elect sequential port | Steerng._ rack &pinion, | NMACCORIMOUAUONSHINI 1ohaph stometr, S0
Fued __prem unbeaded, i power assist i Seating capacity._2 i coolant temp, oil temp, fuel M
91 pump oct . Overall ratio._17.8:1 i Head room._37.0 in. ] analog clock
I Tumns, lock to lock 3.2 ! Seat width__2 x 20.0 in. 1
I . g e 31 : Leg room__43.0 i, St
Basic wamranty__4 years,/50,000 mi i Suspension i Seatback adjustment 20 deg i Dual front & side alrbags
Fowertrain... 4 years,/50,000 mi i Front: MacPherson struts, L-shaped lower | Seat travel 6.0 In. i antHock braking
Rust-through.__6 years/unlimited mi | arms, coll springs, tube shocks, anti-roll bar | ! traction control
| Rear, semirailing arms, coil springs, tube | i (all standard equip.)
! shocks, anti-roll bar i i

Time 10 speed  Seconds
030 mph.__2.0
040 mph.__3.1
0-50 mph._ 4.2
(=60 mph__5.5
0=70 mph__7.6
0-£0 mph.__9.4
080 mph.__12.0

0100 mph__14.7

Time 1o distance
0-100f 2.9
0-500f__7.8
01320 ft (¥ mile)..14.3 @ 98.7 mph

Test Notes: Through the slalom, the M coupe felt

PERFORMANCE

Minimum stopping distance Lateral acceleration
From 60 mph__125 ft {200t skidpad)__0.8Tg
From 80 mph__217 ft Balance__moderate
Control__exceflent understeer
Brake feel__ very good Speed through

700+t slalom__62.3 mph
Balance mild understeer
Lateral seat support__excedlent

Overall brake rating_very good

Normal driving__19.6 mpg
EPA city/highway_ 19,/26 mpg
Cruise range_ 245 miles
Fuel capacity_ 13.5 gal.

dle in neutral 42 dBA
Maxirum in 15t gear__80 dBA
Constant 50 mph__72 dBA

70 mph__74 dBA

Test Conditions:
Humidity

grip and is the key to better skidpad results. The

Temperature Elevation Wind

balanced, with only a hint of understeer. There is a
lot of torque in this small coupe, so careful throttle
modulation is needed to keep the rear from losing

same goes for standing-start acceleration—finding
the right combination of rpm and throttle takes 44 1010 ft
several tries to get the best imes of the day. ;

86°F calm



Mot only is it snappy—10 to 60 in 5.5
seconds—with 236 Ib.-ft. of torque
available at the tip of the throttle,
there's not a lot of need for downshift-
ing. But we're not ralking “need” here.
So row your way through the gears and
enjoy ong of the best transmissions in
the world with ratios that are perfectly
matched to the engine’s performance
curve. Late-brake into a corner and

experience the stopping power of the
M coupe’s massive 4-wheel discs—as-
sisted by ABS, of course, Piteh the car
into that same corner and feel the grip

of those meaty Dunlops—abetted by a
suspension that is stff ver u.mn]ﬂ:m:
The Ultimate Driving Machine? That
would be the M coupe, at least until
BMW gives us something even better.

Take it to the racetrack, if vou can,
as | did at Charlotte Motor ‘;F'Li'ih"r av.
Using a mini-road-course in the track’s
infield, 1 was able to probe the
handling limits of both coupe and
roadster. Although each car is an im-
pressive handler (test times are com-
mendable and remarkably similar), the
coupe is by far the more confidence-

B M badges suggest that this contro-
versial coupe Is something special.
Side marker lights and front tum
signals have clear lenses, yellow bulbs.

inspiring car of the two. And the bet-
ter balanced. Unlike the roadster that
tends to understeer almost to excess,
the M coupe pushes only shightly and
can be throttle-steered with ease. And
BMW!'s responsive steering helps a lot,
allowing the driver to make corrections
with a fick of the wheel,

Sao it’s, “Dance: Ten,” Now let’s go
back to the M coupe’s looks, Are they
truly just a Three? Well, BMW calls
its latest baby “a contemporary Gran
Turisma, a closed-body version of a
purchred sports car, not unlike the
MGB GT, Aston Martin and E-Jag.”
Maybe so. But in a straw poll of the
office staff, most of us were less than
enthusiastic abour the styling—except
for our resident BMW guru (a 3180
owner), who liked it. As did folks in
Mewport Beach, owners of various en-
thusiast cars, who spoke favorably of
the M coupe’s lines. Anyway, love it or
not, I'll agree with Dr. Géschel who
summed up the M coupe’s raison
d'étre best: “It’s for driving.”
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It’s a lot like nothing else.

The new M coupe.

The Ultimate Driving Machine’




